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TO THE MEMBERS OF 
ST. LUKES CHURCH, GERMANTOWN. 


DEAR BRETHREN :— 


Your attention has been frequently called, within the last few 
years to the necessity of a Building, for the better accommodation 
of our Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, &c., and most of you are 
aware that the Vestry propose soon to make an effort to erect 
such a Building. In order to bring the matter more fully before 
the Congregation, it has been determined to present them with 
the following history of the enterprise, and the reasons for pur- 
suing it at the present time. It has been so long an acknowl- 
edged-want in the Parish, and is deemed so important to its effi- 
cient working, that we have determined to lose no further time, 
in seeking the co-operation of the Congregation in this under- 
taking. There has been such an interest expressed in the matter 
by many members of the Parish, and such generous offers already 
made, as encourage us to believe that it can and will be carried 
through without any prolonged delay. The subjoined ‘minutes ” 
and “ Reports” are sufficiently explanatory of themselves, and 
will give the history of the effort up to the present time. Com- 
mending it then to your earnest attention, and asking for it your 
interest and co-operation, in all ways within your power, as you 


have opportunity and ability, 
We remain Faithfully and Affectionately yours, 


JOHN RODNEY, 


RECTOR. 


B. WISTAR MORBIS, 


Assistant MINISTER. 
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Extract from Wardens Report, 
Easter Monday—-1863. 


“Our schools and Bible classes are still unprovided with proper 
accommodations, and this will continue a reproach to the Parish 
until some active and practical measures are adopted, to supply 
this most pressing want. The subject was referred to a Commit- 
tee, one year ago, and has been allowed to slumber since. A com- 
mencement must be made at some period, why not immediately ?” 


The following Resolution was adopted: Resolved, That a Com- 
mittee of three members be appointed to take into consideration, 
the suggestions contained in the Wardens report, on the subject 
of a School House, and to report the result of their deliberations 
at the July meeting of the Vestry. 


The Chair appointed Messrs. Cope, Doan and Webb the Com- 
mittee, to which Mr. Aertsen was added. 


The Committee to whom was referred the subject of improved 
accommodations for the Schools of the Parish, beg to report, that 
in consequence of the very unsettled, and anxious condition of 
public affairs, existing about the time of their appointment, and 
continuing through a considerable portion of the year, no formal 
meeting was held, until late in the fall. At this meeting the sub- 
ject was fully discussed and your Committee reached the unani- 
mous conclusion, that enlarged and improved accommodations 
were needed; that these could only be had in a separate building, 


to be erected for the purpose and that the present was an oppor- , 


tune time to undertake the work. 


It is useless to offer an argument to prove the necessity, the 
imperative necessity of undertaking the work, The subject has 
been so frequently before the Vestry, and is so well understood, that 
action, decisive final action is now alone required. 


It is perhaps equally unnecessary to argue in favor of a separate 
building, for it must be well known to every member of the Vestry 
and to a large majority of the Congregation, that every foot of 
room in the Church Building is taxed to its utmost capacity, to 
accommodate the various classes being taught, under the direction 
of the Ministers of the Parish. 
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It may be premature to raise here the question of location, still 
as this branch of the subject was somewhat discussed, it may be 
without impropriety stated, that your Committee are unanimously 
of the opinion that the present site of the sheds, would furnish 
the desired room. An additional consideration for adopting 
this site is the fact, that it can readily be separated from the 
grave yard, a wantin our present arrangements much regretted 
by many lot holders. 


Your Committee has already expressed the opinion, that the 
present is an opportune time for undertaking the work, and this 
position can hardly be questioned when the unmistakeable evi- 
dences of prosperity are so numerous on every side. If the will 
of those who should take an interest in this important work, is 
equal to the means at their command, the funds for a building, 
supplied with every convenience for scholars and teachers, should 
be furnished before the next building season opens, and it is 
believed that this consummation can be reached if proper energy 
is used. 


Entertaining these views your Committee suggested to th® 
Ministers of the Parish, the propriety of opening the subject to 
the Congregation from the chancel or pulpit, and the Assistant 
Minister in a recent sermon, clearly and forcibly explained, the 
views of the Committee and the necessities of the Parish, in this 
particular. 


If the Vestry is prepared toadopt the views expressed in this 
report, it is respectfully suggested, that a Committee be appoint- 
ed, clothed with full authority to collect funds and under proper 
instructions, to obtain when needed, plans and estimates for the 
proposed building, and generally to take all necessary preliminary 
steps, for an energetic prosecution of the work at an early day. 


E. R. COPE, 
J. M. AERTSEN, 


W. H. WEBB. 
Germantown, January 19th 1864. 
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The report was accepted and the following resolutions adopted. 
Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, to carry out the 
views expressed in the report just read, and that said Committee» 
be authorized to add to its number, from the Congregation or 
Vestry. Messrs Cope, Aertsen, Lambdin, McCullagh and Webb, 
were appointed this Committee. 


Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Morris, be requested to place at 
the disposal of the Committee, such portions of his sermon, 
preached in St. Luke’s, on December 20th, as refer to the subject 
of school accommodations, for the purpose of being printed for 
the information of the Congregation. 


January 27th 1864. 


SERMON 
Jeremiah VII; 17 & 18. 


“SrEst THOU NOT WHAT THEY DO IN THE CITIES oF JUDAH, AND 
IN THE STREETS OF JERUSALEM ? THE CHILDREN GATHER WOOD, AND 
THE FATHERS KINDLE THE FIRE, AND THE WOMEN KNEAD THEIR 
DOUGH TO MAKE CAKES TO THE QUEEN OF HEAVEN, AND TO POUR 
OUT DRINK OFFERINGS UNTO OTHER GODS. ”’ 


Thus is described the hearty earnestness, and the universal 
participation in that idol worship, which in the times of the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah had captivated and corrupted all classes and condi- 
tions of the people The “fathers” the “women” and the “children” 
had all become its misguided votaries, all participated in the exci- 
ting worship, and all contributed of their substance, their time, 
or their services to its support and conduct. There was aunan- 
imous and hearty zeal on the part of old and young. None were 
exempted from a share in its burdens and responsibilities, none 
deprived themselves of its excitements and pleasures, and none 
kept aloof from its imaginary benefits and blessings. “The child- 
ren gathered the wood,—which was no easy task—for they must 
glean wayside and field far and near—the fathers kindled and re- 
plenished the fires, built up and kept the altars in order; while the 
women beat out the grain, kneaded the dough, and baked the 
cakes, that were their joint and undivided offering to the “Queen 
of Heaven.” How animated such a scene! how manifest its 
tokens of a common zeal and a common interest, how indisputa- 
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ble the evidence that this mock deity had enslaved the hearts of 
the whole people, and enlisted in her debasing service their best 
powers of body and mind. Though, such a sad exhibition of the 
power of false religion, and of the infirmity of our common na- 
ture, it has also very pointed lessons of good, to those who confess 
and proclaim that God is a Spirit, and that they who worship 
him, must worship Him in spirit and in truth. Men long ago adopt- 
ed the maxim, that it was right to learn even of our enemies, 
and the blessed Saviour has pointed out as an incentive to the 
children of light, the superior zeal and wisdom of the children of 
this world, in the pursuit of their transient and trifling ends. From 
this exhibition then of an earnest, animated, united, and unanim- 
ous devotion even to a false and demoralizing religion, we may 
learn a lesson applicable to the worship of the true God, and to 
the advancement of our own pure and holy Faith. We need for 
that, the same spirit of zeal and earnestness, the same concert 
and unanimity of effort, and the services of all ranks and ages. To 
carry this work to its full measure of success and usefulness, in 
one department or another, we must have the interest and the 
efforts, of the “fathers,” the “ women” and the “ children.” This 
will be found to be true in the general order and economy of the 
Church, and also in any of its special departments and underta- 
kings. And to one of these I now desire to apply its teachings. A 
short time since I expressed the hope here, that the way would soon 
be prepared for my calling your attention in a formal and direct 
manner, to the subject of the erection of a proper Sunday School 
Building by this Congregation. Not having been disappointed in 
this expectation, I now come before you to ask your patient atten- 
tion to what I have to say on this subject. For several years past it 
has engaged the attention of the Vestry, with frequent expres- 
sions of the need and importance of such a Building. Last spring 
however, a more decided step was taken in the passage of resolu- 
tions, stating in strong and emphatic terms the need of im- 
proved accomodations for the Sunday School and appointing a 
Committee to devise a plan for securing such a Building: This 
Committee were deterred from immediate action, by the unpromis- 
ing condition of our national affairs, and the general spirit of 
despondency that then prevailed. Then soon came the Rebel in- 
vasion of our own State, and the battle of Gettysburg, with its 
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absorbing interests, for us all, necessarily thrusting this undertak- 
ing aside for a season. With the subsidence however of these 
matters, and with growing confidence in the approach of “ better 
times” the subject has again been taken up by the Committee, 
and the following resolution adopted. ‘Resolved, that the 
Clergy of the Parish be requested to present the subject of 
improved Sunday School accommodations, to the Congregation 
at an early day, and ask such earnest co-operation from them, 
as will enable the Vestry to commence the erection of a 
proper Building the coming season.” In compliance with this 
request I have taken the earliest opportunity to call your 
attention to this subject’ With those members of the Con- 
gregation who are in any way engaged in the Sunday School, 
and with the parents of the children, who have any knowl- 
edge of our present accomodations, there is, and can be, but one 
opinion of the need of more commodious, more inviting, and more 
healthful apartments for our Schools. The infant. School of more 
than an hundred children is crowded into a low, narrow, and unven- 
tilated room, entirely unsuited to such a purpose, and where it is 
impossible to have anything but discomfort, for both teachers and 
children. The main room, only afew removes better, is still much 
too small, and without proper light and ventilation. The classes 
are closely crowded together, and no room for additions ; the cei- 
ling is low, quickly reverberating every noise, and making alto- 
gether such a place of impure air and general discomfort, as is 
greatly prejudicial to the interest of the Sunday School, and con- 
sequently to the interests of the whole Parish. But upon this 
manifest point I shall not enlarge. I think all will admit, that com- 
fort, cheerfulness, and healthfulness, are essential requisites in 
rooms appropriated to Sunday School uses—essential to the perma- 
nent; success and efficiency of the Schools, whether we have in view 
the just requirements of the teachers or the pupils. Butif these two 
departments of the School were sufficiently and comfortably accom- 
modated in the present, rooms, there is a third, most honed 
department for which there is not provision of any kind. I mean 
that.‘of Bible Classes, composed chiefly of the older and more 
advanced members of the Sunday Schools. We have not a single 
place provided for such classes male or female; whereas we should 
have from four to six, comfortable, quiet, inviting rooms, where 
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we could assemble, the larger girls and boys, the young ladies and 
gentlemen of the Parish, as well as men and women, for instruc- 
tion in the Holy Scriptures on the Lords day. This most impor- 
tant department of parochial work has consequently been much 
neglected by us, and we have thereby lost much of the labor already 
bestowed upon the Sunday School. It is the testimony of the 
most experienced, and the most intelligent labourers in Sunday 
Schools, that here is their great weakness and point of failure; 
in that they do not retain under their instruction and influence, 
the youths of both sexes, at that most perilous period of their 
whole lives, when beginning to feel themselves too large or too old, 
to be regarded as children, they first give up the Suuday School, 
soon after the public services of the Churh, and then are carried 
away forever from all religious restraints and influences. The 
magnitude and extent of this evil, few of us perhaps realize. But 
it becomes us honestly to look at it, whatever reflections it may 
cast upon our own wisdom or faithfulness. Let me call your atten- 
tion here to some published statements, recently laid before our 
own Church, by Committees appointed to consider the subject of 
“Sunday Schools,” and the “ Church’s mission to working men.” 


The former—a Committee of our own Diocesan Convention, 
say—‘ It has been asserted on good authority, that less than five 
per cent. of all the boys who are brought into our Sunday Schools, 
from families outside our regular congregations, are retained 
in after years, in any living connection with the public services 
of our Church! Startling as the assertion may seem, your 
Committee have reason to believe that facts abundantly sus- 
tain it. That the great majority of our young men are 
growing up in the habitual neglect of the House of God, no 
one can doubt. It has been estimated that, in the city of 
Philadelphia, not more than one-fourth of the adult male popula- 
tion habitually attend anywhere upon the services cf the Sanctu- 


ary; and of these a large proportion are only visitors or 


vagrants, with no settled home in the House of God, and wander- 
ing from place to place as fancy leads them. The same fact, to a 
greater or less extent, is patent everywhere. To the éye of a 
stranger; looking over the majority of our religious assemblies, it 
would almost seem that some dire calamity had passed over the 
land and swept. away the men and boys from our midst; and 
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your Committee can not but feel that this fact itself is one which 
should bow our heads as a people with shame and deep humili- 
ation before God. Again they say— that of the multitudes of 
bright and intelligent children who fill np our Sunday Schools, a 
very small percentage only are retained among the elements of 
our regular Congregations in their maturer years, is a fact we 
would gladly deny if we could. It meets us every where, but 
specially in our larger towns. Anditis avery solemn and painful 
fact,—one of which we have no right to be ignorant—and which we 
are false to ourselyes and the Church if we do not at once seek to 
remedy.” The second Committee, in their Report to the Board 
of Missions, at its last meeting in the City of Providence, say of 
the same class—“ existing Church agencies must be very defec- 
tive; for few of these boys are brought into communion with the 
Church ; nearly all breaking away from religious influences and 
instruction as they approach adolescence.” And in an appendix 
they give some startling statistics of the condition of things in 
England, that show the prevalence of the same evil there. From 
the returns made by gaol Chaplains and matrons, a few years 
since, the solemn fact is deduced, that out of 10,000 inmates of the 
principal prisons and penitentiaries, not fewer than 6.500 had pre- 
viously received instruction in Sunday Schools. And the returns 
of the Wakefield House of correction, show that full fifty per-cent 
of the inmates of such institutions, had attended Sunday Schools 
For upwards of three years. Tho minister of Surrey Chapel, with a 
school of 3000 children under 490 gratuitous teachers, says—“ I 
am bound to say that few of those children become members of 
the Church after leaving the school.” These are certainly solemn, 
and startling statements concerning the working of Sunday 
Schools in England. If their results are more favourable in this 
country, they still fall far short of our reasonable hopes and ex-. 


pectations And not.to have our attention diverted by remote ‘ 


experiences, let those who have been engaged in this work refer 
to their own.’ Let me say for one, that for the few years I have 
been connected with this Parish, and in charge of its Sunday 
School, its list of children will furnish the names of scores of boys 
and girls, who have systematically and apparently as a matter of 
course, when they reached the age of 15 or 17, left the Sunday 
School, and the Church, and every sacred and restraining influ- 
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ence connected with it, and gone out into the world, as neglect- 
ful of their religious obligations, and are now to all appearances, 
as far beyond our reach, as if they had never been taught the way 
of righteousness. Det me not be misunderstood here. Of course 
I speak of present and visible results. We are not without hope 
that this early seed, at least under the latter rains, of Gods prov- 
idence and discipline, may yet bring forth some acceptable fruit. 
But our first care and hope is to save those committed to us, from 
ever falling into an irreligious life, and whenever we do not secure 
that, we are compelled to confess that case a present failure. Nei- 
ther let me be misunderstood in another particular. Lam neither 
forgetful nor ungrateful for the actual and acknowledged good 
results of Sunday Schools. I bless God for them all, and I would 
point every teacher and every congregation to them as the best 
evidences of the value of the system, and as the best incentives 
to faithfulness and diligence in its use. The Sunday School and 
Bible Classes of this Parish, for the few past years have furnished 
the larger portion of those who have been added to the Commu- 
nion by Confirmation. And many of the teachers of the same, 
have every reason to be grateful to God for the blessing He has 
bestowed upon their labors. Sad indeed would be our work, if 
we had no such results to cheer and encourage us. We must still 
confess however that these results are not equal to our desires, 
nor to our reasonable expectations It becomes us then as wise 
and faithful Stewards closely to scrutinize our work, to look into 
all its imperfections, honestly to confess what have been its failures, 
and then earnestly and perseveringly address ourselves to their 
remedy, so far as God gives us grace and ability. I do not mean 
to-say that the plan in view will remedy all the deficencies and 
fmperfections of our Sunday School, and make it equal to all we 


» desire, but I feel assured that it will be a great step toward it, and 
. that if we follow it up with perseverence and fidelity, it will lead 


to the most blessed results. We need to bring the heart of the 
Congregation into this work. We need to enlist in its various 
departments, the “ fathers,” the “women” and the “children,” 
and by their concert of interest and activity, giveit a life and pow- 
er hitherto unknown. One great cause of our inefficency hitherto 
has been the fact, that the children of the Congregation proper, 
have not been trained in the Sunday School. The statement will 
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„no doubt strike you as remarkable, that the families of the Con- 
gregation, those who rent the pews, and attend the services of the 
Church, furnish the Sunday School, with but about 25 or 30 chil- 
dren out of 250. The remainder come from families who are not 
properly members of the Congregation, nor worshippers in the 
Church, It is manifest that if all the children and youth of the 
Congregation were in the Sunday School or its Bible Classes, they 
would greatly swell its numbers, and promote its efficiency and 
usefulness. The chief reason for their not being there, I sup- 
pose to be, the well known scarcity of teachers, and our narrow 
incovenient, and uncomfortable accomodations. This is neverthe- 
less a great draw-back to our work. The Sunday School is the 
proper feeder to the Bible Classes, and the source of the supply of 
competent and well trained teachers in after years. But if the 
children are kept from the school while they are children, and 
grow up ignorant of the system of instruction, and without that 
interest and sympathy for the work, which can only come from 
personal contact and acquaintance, it is manifest that in most 
cases, they will make but unwilling or indifferent ‘teachers, unless 
they set themselves at work to overcome these disqualifications 
with more than ordinary perseverance. Would not commodious, 
comfortable, and well arranged school rooms, and Bible classes, 
in a great measure remedy this difficulty, and bring the “children” 
the “ women ” and the “ fathers” together in this work with new 
and unwonted zeal and interest? Such apartments would more- 

over add greatly to the efficiency of our Night Schools, and men’s 
and women’s classes, and that whole department of our work 
which is yet in its infancy. Every months experience in this 
work, increases the interest of those engaged, and confirms their 
conviction ofits usefulness. Though but just begun for the present 
season, the past week has brought together about seventy (this 
number is now over 150 ) boys and girls, and men and women, 

for one or two nights instruction in secular and sacred things, 

under such circumstances as can not fail to benefit and bless them, 

if only faithfully persevered in. This work needs to be enlarged 

and extended. It needs the attractions of a Reading Room and 

Library. It needs the ingenuity and forethought of earnest 

Christian men and women, to devise and execute all possible and 

practical ways, to forestal the evil influences that surround the un- 
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suspecting paths of the young, bringing body and soul down to 
dishonor and death. I verily believe that if this Congregation 
will enter upon this work with an enlightened and liberal spirit, 
with concert and unanimity of effort, they will here establish 
such an agency as will develope unknown influences for good, and 
bind themselves together in new aid stronger bonds of interest, 
sympathy and affection. Iam firm in the conviction my brethren, 
that such an undertaking, would in itself prove of incalculable 
benefit to you as individuals, and asa Congregation. The larger 
part of this Congregation are comparatively strangers to this Par- 
ish, and to one another. The most of their lives have been spent 
in other and various parochial relations. This is not the Church 
of their fathers, nor yet of their own early years. Providentially 
gathered together here in later life and from remote and different 
Parishes, they have not that common interest in one another, nor 
in the Church, which comes from old and early associations, and 
from past years of effort and labour in its behalf. If we would 
do our duty then in that station in which God has placed us, if 
we would be faithful in our Stewardship, and properly improve 
the many rich talents with which we have been intrusted, we will 
strive to overcome this disadvantage, and to cultivate that congre- 
gational sympathy and life, without which we cannot come up to 
the true measure of our usefulness and efficiency. It will occur 
to some perhaps, that this is not a good time to commence such 
an enterprise; and that it had better be postponed until some fu- 
ture and more favourable time. This is just what we have been 
doing to our own loss and damage. And I think we can confidently 
Say, “ except we had lingered,” surely now we had been well 
nigh the accomplishment of our wishes. If we had made a begin- 
ing two years ago, as we propose to do now, I believe we should 
this day be in posesion of our School Rooms, finished and fur. 
nished. Let usremember moreover that the time for such impor- 
tant duties, and interests as are involved in this undertaking, is 
ever the present. God’s time is now. Now is the acceptable time.” 
` “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.” 
This work is before us, and it is our duty to undertake it with 
the “might” which God has given us. Every year, every six 
months, that it is postponed, a score or more of boys and girls will 
slip away from our control, and as far as we can see, be lost to all 
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religious influences and restraints. It is a pressing work and we 
have no time to lose. The more favourable future to which we 
might look forward, may even prove less so than the present. 
And we must not adopt that unwise and mistaken principle 
that our present national difficulties, the great struggle we are in, 
for our country’s life and honour, will justify us in the neglect of 
our religious duties, or in the failure to support and preserve the 
Church of God, with all its necessary appliances and instru- 
mentalities. Our necessities are in no way equal to those of God’s 
people when under the lead of Nehemiah they undertook, to 
restore and rebuild the Holy City, and were all the while so pressed 
upon by their enemies, that “they which builded on the wall 
and they that bare burdens with those that laded, every one with 
one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a 
weapon. With far less zeal and devotion than this, we can with 
God’s favour speedily carry this enterprise to a successful end. 


Neither can we plead that this is a time of such depression in 
business, and scarcity of money as to require the postponement 
of this undertaking. There are many departments of business 
that were never more flourishing, and many persons in our own 
community whose worldly affairs were never more prosperous. 


The expenditures for living, for luxuries and for pleasures, were 
never greater than at the present time. New enterprises for busi- 
ness and for money making are constantly springing up. Let 
not those then who are intrusted with the interests of the Church 
of God, allow her to languish and be neglected at such a time as 
this. The children of the Church, those who in the near future, 
will mould and fashion society, and guide the destinies of the nation 
itself, are now in our keeping. Oh let us take care that we do 
not slight, nor neglect such a trust! You may think—I have even 
thought myself—that perhaps it was not necessary, to say so 
much on this subject. I rejoice to know that many of you feel 
the same interest in it that I do: that yourealize its importance, 
and are ready and willing to throw yourselves into the work, with 
your time, your efforts and your money. But to carry it through 
with reasonable despatch, to accomplish the work most success- 
fully apd most satisfactorily, we need the interest and the co-oper 
ation of the whole Congregation. If we can secure that, we shail 
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have no apprehensions of the result. From many of you, we need, 
and I may say we expect, willing and generous contributions. 
From others, and from all, we hope to receive according as God 
has blessed you, liberal and cheerful offerings. We ask and we 
hope for the interest, the sympathy and the co-operation of each 
one of the Congregation, young andold. ‘This is a work in which 
all may take a part. Some to gather the wood, others to kindle 
the fire, and others again to direct and control the undertaking. 
If the “fathers” and the “ women” will erect the building, I think 
I can safely pledge the “children” to fit and furnish it for our 
occupancy. I believe it is the intention of the Committee, to 
give every member of the Congregation, an early opportunity to 
subscribe the amounts they are prepared to give to this object. 
And I think I may add that it is their purpose, to proceed with 
the building only so far as the means are pledged, that in no stage 
shall it be encumbered with debt. Let me express in conclusion 
the confident hope that the Congregation will second their efforts 
with a generous, and hearty co-operation. That one and all will 
so strive to do whatever lays within their power, that we shall 
soon have the courage and faith to say with the noble and zealous 
Nehemiah, concerning the ruins of the Holy City, “the God of 
heaven He will prosper us: therefore we his servants will arise 
and build :” 
Almighty God thine influence shed 
To aid this blest design ; 
The honour of thy Name be spread, 
And all the glory thine. 


